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SHOOTI NG OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. .TR BY JAMES EARL RAY 

* J w ' ' 

. ^ be case involving the murder of - 

April* 1 1968 Sr King ' Jr *' in Mem P his / Tennessee, in 

At approximately 6:03 p.m. , on 4/4/68, while 
fn a Mf^h-° n ^he second- floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel 
in Memphis Martin Luther King, Jr., was shot and killed 

J 7 a S1 ? gle bullet - Minutes after the shooting, 

walk W3S obs ® rv ® d as he dropped a bundle on the side- 

waik near the scene of the crime and fled. Included in the 

abandoned articles was a rifle with a telescopic sight which 
was determined to have been purchased in Birmingham, 

Alabama, in March, 1968. 

_ ^^igation by FBI , Birmingham, revealed that'on 

Friday, 3/29/68, a lone Individual purchased a .243 caliber 
model 700 Remington rifle. The following day this individual 
returned this weapon, stated that his brother indicated that 
this weapon was not sufficient and instead purchased a 
Remington Model 760, .30-06 caliber rifle. This was the 
rifle recovered in Memphis immediately after the shooting of 
Dr. King. J 

Extensive investigation by this Bureau at that 
time determined the identity of the individual who purchased 
this weapon as Eric Starvo Galt. 



On 4/16/68, the Attorney General authorized the 
filing of a complaint charging Galt with violation of T18, 

Section 241, for conspiring to interfere with the constitutional 
rights of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

On 4/17/68 , Federal process was obtained and Galt 
was charged with conspiracy in that he and an individual whom 
he alleged to be his brother, entered into a conspiracy in 
Birmingham on 3/29/68, by reason of their purchase of the 
rifle later used in the shooting of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

On 4/19/68, the Attorney General announced' that James Earl 
Ray had been identified through FBI identification records as- 
the Eric Starvo Galt against whom a Federal complaint had beeii 
filed. 
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on 6/8/68 in London and was 







Ray was arrested 
extradited. 

Tennessee, ^ames^arl^Ray eSt^dYpj^ f mp ^ 8 ' 

of murder and received a 99 year sentepee? ^“ llty to char 9es 

12/2/71 F hv e S al £ : Pr r CeS - a ? ainst Gal t was dismissed on 
' ' *>y S. Conunissioner Marv m * « 

of Alabama, based upon a motion f n J^k d N ° rthern District 
Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. d by Ray 8 at torney, 

properlj^represente/or cou^el^^rhif "S’? 8 that he ” aS not 

he entered his guilty plea in 19f,o Y M S attorne y a t the time 
Corpus was denied Rav in i c Z . Ilowovcr ' a Writ of Habeas 
District of ?e^essX, on vfv^?- trlCt Court ' West «" 

Western^i^ToJ °5 ~ his jud 9 ment handed down in the 
Ray in the U. S. Court™? Appeal? b< P bal j!. of James Ear l 

- 0hi °’ VV75. This ^irr^i„ 6 s th ^d r L U “' C,n ° innati - 

rasis saura. 

with a forthcoming do^SrTSn^ 

fact thlS 4 ^! 1 ! 1011 denied V26/75 on the basi's of the 
the 6th Circuit Cour? of^ppeals.^^ 1 remains pendin 9 in 

ih« i tho°5ops?tment 1 of 

oonc tbed that t h e , information concerning his knowledge’of a 

of inJer^iew a were finished to%h ta i ement ° f Watson and the resu lts 
io^c C were furnished to the Department in 1971 and acjain 

in 1975 when received by the FBI , Atlanta, from Mr. Eaves 

The Department was also furnished a copy of the results of 

the investigation conducted by the Atlanta Police Department 

ht ?! re< 3uest of Hr. Eaves pertaining to information furnished 

conspiracy t™ory! nV<! 9ati °'’ fail ° d t0 any . 

.. . D Exte nsive investigation by this Bureau indicated 

^ ay 3 ^ ted aloae and no evidence of a conspiracy has 
ew?r been developed. ^ 2 
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